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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
I am writing this report one week after our Reunion weekend at the
Museum of Army Flying at Middle Wallop, Hampshire. This was an exciting
event, with plenty of activity. The Museum is one of the most appropriate
locations for our reunions, although you would expect me to say that as its
Chief Executive! The Auster Fly In, in conjunction with the International
Auster Club (IAC), was our third such event, but this time it was greater in size
and ambition. It was also linked to the national Armed Forces Day events.
On the Sunday, along with the IAC, we achieved a record of over 50
Austers visiting the airfield. Whilst this was a great achievement and record,
it presented challenges for our small support team. I am therefore sorry if you
did not get your flight, after such a long wait in the hot weather. If we hold a
similar event, we will ensure that we have a more efficient registration system
in place.
Much of the credit for the weekend is due to Mark Meaton, our
treasurer, and Peter Gill, the IAC Secretary. Also the powerful team of John
and Sylvia Heyes is not to be underestimated! Our thanks to you all.
Our link to the current Squadron remains very strong, and I am most
grateful to the outgoing Officer Commanding, Major David Amlôt, and the
Association Liaison Officer, Captain Ben Shillito. I am also delighted that the
new Officer Commanding, Major Mike Neville, attended our Dinner and
stayed all day on the Sunday to take part in the activities and chat with
members and friends. He has agreed to see whether we can hold our reunion
with the Squadron at Wattisham next year.
At the Sunday AGM we discussed a number of key issues. Firstly our
archives, which we have moved to the Museum of Army Flying (Middle
Wallop, near Salisbury, Hampshire), where they will be properly catalogued
and stored. If you can offer your services to help in this important process
please let me know. We require confirmation that you can provide consistent
support, not necessarily expert knowledge!
We also discussed our Association Contingent on Remembrance
Sunday. While we will continue to form a Contingent at the Cenotaph, we
also aim to form a Contingent at the National Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas,
Staffordshire. As the Arboretum is in the Midlands, this should prove a better
option for those members based north of London.
You will find a ‘flyer’ for these events, along with details of our
intended tour of Malaysia and Singapore in May 2010.
We we are blessed with a vibrant committee and, after many years of
outstanding effort and support, Maurice Haynes has decided to stand down.
I extend the thanks and gratitude of the committee and Association members
to both Maurice and Diane. Meanwhile, I am delighted that Reg Goodwin has
volunteered to join us. Welcome to the team, Reg.
Wishing you good fortune for the second half of 2009 and I hope to
see as many of you as possible in 2010.
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AUSTER FLY IN
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Some of the 61 Austers that flew in for the Annual Reunion weekend at Middle Wallop, Hampshire.
Photograph courtesy of Derek Callaghan, Aerial Photography specialist'

SECRETARY’S REPORT
I regret to say that, due to personal circumstances, I have not
given my secretarial duties the attention that I would normally give. As
usual, Sylvia has taken up the slack so nothing seems to have gone awry.
Membership has grown to 524 active members, 16 new
members this year. I would ask that you all continue to promote the
Association and recruit new members where possible.
The shop continues to bring in revenue and we must thank John
Bennett for the revamped shop on the web site. We are now getting
orders from as far away as Australia, Zambia and the Gambia. The shop
is rather overstocked on some items, my fault, mostly due to my
shopkeeper’s enthusiasm!
We owe a huge vote of thanks to Ed Macy for his gift of an
exclusive deal to sell signed copies of his books on the Internet and
through the Association shop. The deal is certainly bringing in sales of
books. His new book, ‘HELLFIRE’ is due to be published in August and
can be pre-ordered through our shop or just call Sylvia and she’ll sort it
out for you. (Contact details on back page)
The Association archives have now been transferred to the
archives section of the Museum of Army Flying as they have now
received funding for a professional archivist. Hopefully we will have a
section of the museum specifically devoted to 656 Squadron.
We owe a great deal of thanks to Andrew, Mark and Derek for
organising the Reunion this week-end get together. It was a resounding
success and we have had many positive comments. We also need to
thank the Museum for their hospitality and co-operation and The
International Auster Club for supporting us so well. I’d also like to thank
Christine Goodwin, Joyce Bennett, Margaret Windscheffel and Angela
Ruthven for helping out by manning the shop and the ticket table during
the AGM at our Reunion weekend, thus enabling Sylvia and myself to
attend the AGM. Thank you ladies!
Last, but by no means least, I would like to welcome the latest
addition to our committee, Reg Goodwin. Good to have you ‘on board’
Reg!
John Heyes
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AGM Sunday 21st June 2009
1100 hrs in the Museum of Army Flying, Middle Wallop, Hants
Welcome by the President Andrew Simkins.
One minutes silence to remember lost colleagues.
Apologies: None received
Minutes of last AGM

Number in Attendance: 51.

Prop. L. Rogers Sec. D. Walker

Secretary’s Report: John Heyes
Treasurers Report: Mark Meaton. Finances remain in good order.
I am pleased to report that the Association had a good financial
year. We started in January with just over £4,000 cash in our bank
accounts, and finished the year with almost £4,900 cash, (plus roughly
£1,500 of shop stock).
Our core income from subscriptions amounted to a little over
£3,400, which more than covered our core expenditure on the journals
and postage, which totaled £3,100.
The shop continued to bring in a healthy profit of over £200, and
we were also privileged to receive a donation of £1,000, bequeathed to
us in a will.
Unusually, we did not need to dip much into our reserves to
subsidise the reunion weekend at Wattisham, and equally unusual was
the marked drop in interest on our reserve account, which simply
reflected the plunge in interest rates during the latter part of the year; we
received only £60 last year, compared to almost £100 in 2007.
If anyone would like a more detailed breakdown of the year's
figures, and/or copies of the Profit & Loss and Income & Expenditure
statements distributed at the recent AGM, please feel free to ask; I am
able to post paper copies or email the data in spreadsheet form.
Acceptance of financial report. Prop. R. Goodwin. Sec. J. Bennett
Election of Committee:
The new OC Mike Neville was introduced to everyone. M.
Haynes has retired from the Committee and Reg Goodwin offered to join
the Committee: Prop. J.Heyes. Sec. J. Bennett. Accepted.
Subscriptions: To remain at £7.50 per annum
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Programme 2010:
We plan to hold our reunion at Wattisham where the Squadron is
based, dependent on the workload of Squadron personnel, to be
confirmed in the Spring Journal.
The Malaysian/Singapore 2010 Tour organisation was handed
over from J. Heyes to A. Simkins, as J. Heyes will not be going on the
tour. The aim is to spend 12 days/11 nights in the region, split between
Singapore, KL and Penang. (Details of proposed itinerary on page 14).
A. Simkins suggested the Spring Journal 2010 should focus on
the Falkland Islands, to reflect this period in the Squadron’s history. J.
Heyes asked that people send in copy for the Journal other than Malaya,
such as Korea, Hong Kong, Falklands, Afghanistan etc.
Remembrance Sunday 8th November 2009:
A. Simkins asked if people would be interested in going to the
National Arboretum for the Remembrance Parade for Remembrance
Sunday. We would still aim to march at the Cenotaph, as part of the AAC
Association Contingent. Flyers to go into Summer Journal. Andrew
Simkins to co-ordinate.
AOB:
Archives:
The Association has been awarded a £5,000 lottery grant. As a
consequence the Squadron Archives have been delivered to the
Museum of Army Flying, where they will be properly collated. It will also
be able to display them in the Museum of Army Flying in a dedicated 656
Sqn section. The archives will then be accessible to everyone, including
researchers. A. Simkins asked for endorsement. P. Biggadike asked
how much would be shown to the public; A. Simkins said certain caveats
would apply. P. Biggadike does not want his pictures used by the
general public, without copyright fees being paid to the Museum.
Regardless the Association would continue to have ready access.
IAC Members:
J. Bennett proposed that a small amendment be made to the
constitution, - membership paragraph, - that "owners of ex-656 aircraft
are eligible for standard fee paying Associate membership". It was
generally agreed. A. Simkins is to write to IAC.
Meeting closed @ 1200 hrs.
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LETTERS
The President has received a letter from Dr Andrew Murrison MP,
Shadow Defence Minister, which reads:
Dear Colonel Simkins,
The Big Lottery has been in touch to tell me about your success in
securing funds of £5,000 to archive and catalogue the library. I know this
will be the culmination of a great deal of hard work and hope that you will
accept my congratulations on your award.
Andrew Murrison
Sir
I am looking forward very much to working with you all on 656
Squadron Association committee and thank you for putting my name
forward, I will do my utmost to be a useful member of the committee. It was
one great weekend and also nice to be able to meet up with everyone again.
I was telling Mark Meaton, it was great to fly in Auster 662 that was
based at 2 Flight in IPOH north Malaya during my time there and to have a
flight in that same aircraft with my old CO from Taiping , Malcolm Fleming,
that just made my day.
Reg Goodwin
Sir
Just a word of thanks for a splendid weekend enhanced of course
by the weather (ordered specially no doubt). I was sorry not to be with you
all on Saturday but thoroughly enjoyed making new acquaintances and
flying on Sunday.
I am so pleased to hear that the Squadron memorabilia is going to
be held the Museum - perhaps I will start to empty the attic now!
Thanks again for the organisation and well done to the Auster Club.
Bob Danton
Sir
In Peter Biggadike’s article in the Spring 2009 Edition, he refers to a
“battery of Royal Artillery set up their guns - there was also a Radar target
direction vehicle”
These equipment and personnel were from the 1st Singapore
Regiment Royal Artillery engaged on ground operations in support of
infantry. The radar was used to help direct and navigate RAF bombers day
and night, onto specific jungle targets. The 6.5 howitzers he refers to were
in fact MK 3a 3.7” anti aircraft guns being used in their secondary ground
role. The regiment also deployed troops of 25pdr Field guns on operations
throughout Malaya.
Peter Higgins
7

BORNEO TOUR MAY 2008
by s by Ron Ward

As I recall the seed’s were sown on the last visit to the Malaysian
Peninsula in 2006 that we should consider Borneo for the next visit and
wheels got into motion, lots of ideas and venues came and went, a
lollipop or two were thrown out of the pram and the dust settled.
We departed Heathrow on the 7th May, Malaysia Airlines ‘Chalk’
MH3 outward and MH4 return with 17 mostly volunteers (+ other passengers of course) on board; manifest recorded as one off’s as follows:
Andrew & Jane Simkins (joined at K.L.) , John (not Johnny) Heyes,
Alwyne (Spencer) Holtom, Tim Deane, Ken, Valerie & Tom Hamilton,
Will Harrell, George Laker, Val Powley, Bill & Doris Sanders, Dave
Reeves, Derek (Chunky) Walker, Ron & Jacqui Ward.
Thursday: After a short stay at K.L., on to Kota Kinabalu, Sabah,
a journey of about 14 – 15 hrs all told. For this type of flying, recommend
adopting ‘exercise in self restraint mode’.
Kota Kinabalu: Hotel Shangri-La Tanjong Aru, a very comfortable
Hotel to be based at. Stay of 6 or 8 nights depending if you have chosen
to visit 7Flt in Brunei. The first two days (Thu & Fri) were non organised
type days and allowed us to find out who’s credit cards were ‘chip only’
(understand only a handful ATM’s in Borneo that are chip enabled)
without the magnetic strip enabled and had to do an ‘ET’ phone home to
get them enabled.
On the Saturday Val Powley, Jacqui & myself went to Sandakan
on a day trip by air to visit the Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre,
Agenes Keith House and have lunch at the English Tea House. The
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Sepilok visit was not too good and
we managed to fit in a visit to the
Labuk Bay Proboscis Monkey
Sanctuary which for me turned out
to be one of the No 1 events of the
visit.
On the Sunday we all went
on a trip to the Kota Kinabalu
National Park in the shade of
Mount Kota Kinabalu and had an
enjoyable day out. Some took
advantage of a dip in the Hot
Springs and some of us didn’t need
it.

Who’s been telling pork pies???

Tourist ‘Mode’ Mount Kota Kinabalu in background

Bench for different length legs!

Lunch
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Monday was another
free day and John Heyes hired
a 4 x 4 and Chunky, Dave,
Jacqui & I all piled in and went
to Kudat and also visited the
‘Tips of Borneo’ where we saw
a flock of Frigate Birds heading
out into the South China Seas.

Tuesday we visited an
island Marine Park and
had a BBQ lunch and
some took a dip in the
sea.

It’s down there!!!

Having fun ...
(Teeth gritted!!!)

Wednesday the party splits as Andrew & Jane Simkins, Alwyne
(Spencer) Holtom, Tim Deane, Ken & Valerie & Tom Hamilton, Val
Powley, Dave Reeves, Derek (Chunky) Walker, Ron & Jacqui Ward
head for Brunei.
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7 Flt did us proud with a
full Thursday packed with
events ending in a Curry
Dinner. Many thanks for
your hospitality 7 Flt.
Capt Jan Green Accepting
presentation

Friday moved to Kuching via Kota Kinabalu, no direct flight.
Saturday
visited
Semenggoh Wildlife Centre &
Rehabilitation Centre it turned
out to be very interesting and
fascinating
watching
the
Orangutans feeding. Lots of
similarities!!!
“It’s a coconut son”

Sunday; visit to the Cultural
Village at Kampung Budaya to
see examples of local life with a
boat trip & buffet supper on the
River Kuching in the evening.

Cultural Dancer
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Monday; R&R prior to going home on Tuesday with a pick-up
time of 4.00 am!!!!!!

And a special thanks to John Heyes for organising and advising the group.

Kuching - City of the Cat

The smiley face is a parachute

Aliens have landed!!!

See, they do remember what we
taught their fathers 40 yrs ago!!
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A ‘Tin Tapper’ but could not find
any ‘Rubber miners’

Memorial Plaque
Sarawak Museum, Kuching

Sunset, River Kuching, from Hotel bedroom window

Hope this has whetted your appetite for the 2010 Tour to
Malaysia & Singapore, see the info on page 14 in this Journal. If you
are interested, please let Andrew Simkins know, you will not be making
a firm commitment at this stage, it is just to keep you informed in case
you do decide to go.! Ed.
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PROPOSED ITINERARY FOR 2010 TOUR
Day 01
Arrive / Singapore
Rest of the day at leisure. Overnight @ Swissotel Merchant Court - Classic
Room
Day 02 -03
Singapore (breakfast)
Rest of the day at leisure. Overnight @ Swissotel Merchant Court - Classic
Room
Day 04
Singapore / Johor Bharu / Kluang / Kuala Lumpur (breakfast)
Meet & Greet at hotel lobby and transfer to Johor Bharu for exchange of
transportation. After depart for Kuala Lumpur with a visit to Kluang, Malaysian
AAC . Lunch as arranged. After proceed to Kuala Lumpur.
Rest of the day at leisure. Overnight @ Renaissance Hotel - East Wing Superior
Room
Day 05-07
Kuala Lumpur (breakfast)
Rest of the day at leisure. Overnight @ Renaissance Hotel - East Wing Superior
Room
Day 8
Kuala Lumpur / Penang (breakfast)
Depart for Penang. Visit 2 Flight site at Ipoh Airport. Lunch at Cauarina Hotel.
Visit Taiping airport. Old 7 Flight site. Reach Penang Island in the late afternoon.
Overnight @ Shangri-La Rasa Sayang - Garden Wing Deluxe Sea Facing
Room
Day 9-11
Penang (breakfast)
Rest of the day at leisure. Overnight @ Shangri-La Rasa Sayang - Garden Wing
Deluxe Sea Facing Room
Day 12
Penang / Departure (breakfast)
Day at leisure till your departure transfer to airport or proceed for your next
destinations
The exchange rates is based on RM 5.30 to the Pound and the airport taxes
may change between now and until the time the tickets are issued. On our last tour the
exchange rate was RM 6.40 to the Pound. If the Pound recovers significantly against the
Malaysian Ringgit then we will get a reduced cost from the travel agent.
Our last tour worked out at approx £110 per night. This tour works out at approx
£130 per night. In the current financial climate I feel that this is a reasonable cost.

Proposed dates for the tour are:Depart London HR Mon 3rd May. Arr Sin Tues 4th May.
Depart Penang Mon 14th May Arr Lon HR Mon 14th May
It is intended to visit Kranji Military Cemetery whilst in Singapore,
Cheras Road Military Cemetery whilst in KL and the site of Noble Field and the
Malaysian Army Museum at Mindef.
You don’t have to be a member of 656 Sqn Association to join the tour,
all are welcome. Hopefully the more people that we have will enable me to
negotiate further discounts.
Anyone interested should complete the enclosed form and return to
Andrew Simkins
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MEMBERS’ CONTRIBUTIONS
WITH THE AUSTER MK 9 IN MALAYA 1959-62
by Malcolm Fleming

PART TWO
This is a continuation of the
article printed in the Spring 2009
Journal

Throughout the emergency
it had long been the practice
to supply patrols operating for
long periods in remote areas
of deep jungle, by air-drop.
These operations in the late
50's and early 60's were
Vital supplies delivered
carried out by RAF Valettas
and
by
RNZAF
Bristol
Freighters. The logistic demanding and delivery procedures for these
supply drops were routine but nevertheless took time, usually some
days. Quite frequently emergency drops for urgent supplies were made
by the Austers by either free drop or with parachutes. Things like
medical supplies, small quantities of rations, rum, cigarettes, radio
spares, could be organised and delivered relatively quickly. Items for
dropping would be delivered to the pilot and suitably wrapped by the unit.
The crewman would then supervise the stowing of the bundle and the
attachment of the parachute and its static line, usually to the right-hand
seat leg, with the starboard door off. Armed with the patrol's location and
call sign, together with a sharp knife with which to cut away the static line
should there be a parachute hang up, the pilot would approach the area
and make radio contact with the ground. The DZ would normally be
marked by fluorescent panels clear of large trees if at all possible.
In the mountainous regions of North Malaya dropping zones
chosen by patrols were rarely on nice level, flat areas of vegetation but
were inevitably at the bottom of some steep river valley which twisted
and turned on its way downhill. This would require some careful thought,
together with a dummy run or two beforehand in order to get some
degree of accuracy into the drop. Hang-ups of parachutes high up on
tree tops or bundles floating away down river would not be appreciated!!
On some occasions a passenger was carried who could hold the
load on his knees and throw it out on command, which made things
easier all round, but passengers meant smaller bundles!
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Two contrasting supply drops carried out by the author, one from
2 Flight at Ipoh and the other from 7 Flight at Taiping, were perhaps of
some interest.
The former was a request to drop a large jar of rum to a party of
Royal Anglians who were perched on the summit of Gunong Korbu about
15 miles east of Ipoh. Korbu is about 7000 ft. plus AMSL and was a very
steep sided mountain except at one point. It is the highest in Malaya. The
rum was duly wrapped in a cardboard box with sawdust and was
delivered in person by the Company commander who wished to come
along. This sortie had been arranged for a very early take-off so that
there would not be any cloud build up on top of the mountain and we duly
took off and headed for the summit which could be seen for miles around.
It soon became evident that there was a very strong wind close in to the
mountain and, contrary to what we all know about Katabatic winds in the
early morning, strangely the wind was blowing up the mountain instead
of down! The former proved to be of great assistance to our climb by
flying close in so the top was reached in almost record time, but in having
a look round the summit it soon became exceedingly turbulent. The top
was quite small in area, about 40m square and one could see some
figures huddled by their plastic shelters waving madly. They all looked
very wet and cold as we tried out a few dummy runs.
It was obviously important to fly into wind and as slowly as
possible to get the free bundle into the right place. To miss would ensure
an almost free fall some thousands of feet down, and much
disappointment from the recipients. We eventually settled on a very low
approach, into wind, slowed right down and on a line to miss the soldiers.
All went well. The Company Commander hurled the package out on the
word and was able to report that it landed smack on target, much to my
relief. He did a fine job. We flew a final run by and noted that the boys
were waving and looking pleased so we peeled off making a fast descent
back down to base having been airborne for exactly one hour. We
subsequently heard that the jar of rum had arrived intact, and was much
appreciated.
On the second occasion the author was chatting in the Flight
office at Taiping one morning with the AAC Examiner who, out from UK,
was about to check him out for his annual standardisation trip, the plan
for which was about to change rapidly! The door opened and in walked
a Lieutenant of the local Royal Australian Battalion saying "could you
drop this?" He was brandishing an 8 ft. double-handled saw! The
Examiner, who we all knew was an experienced 656 Squadron Aviator
in past times in Malaya, without a moment's hesitation said, "Let's go!"
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So after a brief exchange of details of the problem, a grid
reference of the D.Z was produced, the saw was firmly wrapped in
hessian, whereupon we both walked to the aircraft. The starboard door
was removed, the Examiner installed himself in the right hand seat and
told the crewman to put one end of the saw down by his right knee with
the other end down the outside of the aircraft holding it into the side with
his right arm and off we went. The story was that a patrol was in trouble
in an area N.E. of Grik trying to fashion a helicopter LZ in order to lift out
a casualty. It would be about 40 minutes to get there and from the map
the DZ looked as if it might be a touch tricky as it was at the bottom of a
steep valley by a sharp right turn half-way down a sizeable mountain. The
flight up was fine, the weather was good and the slip-stream kept the saw
hard up against the side of the aircraft, making no noticeable change to
the trim.
It was only when we flew over the grid reference given that we
spotted the DZ and, as envisaged, it was right down by the river at the
bottom of a steep valley next to a sharp right turn. There was a vestige
of a clearing visible but obviously not fit for a helicopter yet. On looking
around it was obvious the only approach possible would be down the
valley with an immediate turn right after the drop, so a dummy run was
carried out. Meanwhile we agreed that the Examiner would judge the
release point himself as the view out of his side was much better. The first
dummy run was too fast and not low enough so we climbed up again to
try once more. This time the throttle was closed and half flap applied as
we entered the top of the valley and flew on down. Again this time we
were a bit too fast over the DZ with half flap down so we went round
again, deciding to use full flap, no power and keeping a sharp watch on
the speed.
This time all settled nicely in a steep descent and the decision
was taken to drop. As we neared the DZ my passenger had manoeuvred
the saw almost out of the aircraft, and at the precise moment quickly
launched it down and out. Meanwhile it was full throttle, full flap reduced
to half as rapidly as possible, then into a steep turn to starboard on down
the valley, amid sounds of jubilation in the cockpit with the dispatcher
enthusiastically shouting that he had seen it "going into the DZ like a dirty
dart!" It sounded like a success, and we later heard that it was. That was
my standardisation trip for the year!
Not all of our supply-dropping sorties were as taxing as the two
described but were mostly straightforward.
Target marking was a technique handed down from the early
days of the Emergency when Austers marked CT jungle camps for
bombers to attack.
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7 Flight carried out the practice working with the RAAF F86
Sabres from their base at Butterworth on several occasions.
Once a target strike was ordered the Auster pilot and the Sabre
leader would brief each other before take-off, probably on the telephone,
as to the precise location of the target, the nature of it, the I.P (initial point)
and the attack heading for the Sabres and, most important, the timings.
All this would be agreed on the 50,000 map.
It was essential of course that the Auster pilot ensured his
markers were precise and so he would arrange to arrive in the area,
usually in remote jungle, before the Sabres, so as to provide time for a
good look round at height and at some distance away from the target.
The pilot would probably carry a passenger/dispatcher from the
Flight if the marker flares were to be carried internally. The markers were
4" parachute illuminating flares which would have their static lines
attached to the passengers seat leg so that the parachute would deploy
as the flare was thrown out. These flares would burn with a bright light
for 2 minutes or so and would exude white smoke as soon as its
parachute opened.
It was obviously necessary to despatch the flare from as low level
as possible in order to achieve accuracy and a hang up on the tree tops
where both the white parachute and the source of the white smoke would
provide maximum visibility for as long as possible. The weather needed
to be good for this type of mission. Once the pilot was quite certain of the
target he would stand off and await the Sabre Leader's call that he was
at his initial point. This would usually be about 10 miles from the target
where his formation would orbit for a short time.
The Auster pilot would how position himself for his 'run in' to mark
the target having given a final brief over the R/T about any useful
recognition features of the target area, confirm the attack heading, and
finish off by saying "marking in 30 seconds", or whatever, "Target is 400
yards north of number 2 flare'*. The Sabre Leader would then report
"leaving the IP." The first flare would be dropped well short of the target,
the second approximately half a mile beyond it on an exact line to the
target on the attack heading. The second flare, as already inferred, would
not be dropped over the target but 300 - 400 yards short so as to try not
to alert any occupants of the CT camp unduly.
The trick was to drop the second flare as the attacking aircraft
were coming into the area so that they could line up to attack straight
away and not have to orbit. It was also important for the Auster pilot, as
soon as he had dropped the second flare, to peel off at 90 degrees to the
attack heading and make himself scarce. Timings were of the essence!
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As an alternative to flares carried internally they could be hung on a bomb
rack beneath the Austers fuselage. We found this method a touch
unreliable as hang-ups sometimes occurred, besides the whole
contraption tended to cause too much drag.
Once the mission was completed the Auster pilot would make a
close inspection of the target area and report.
Air Observation Post Squadrons were first formed in the early
days of World War 2 and their prime purpose was to observe, direct, and
register artillery fire from the air. Volunteer pilots came solely from the
Royal Artillery of Officer rank. They flew Auster Mk Fs initially which were
maintained by RAF technicians.
The pilots being professional gunners still had to learn the
techniques of correcting artillery fire from the air, and so they were taught
these on their initial flying course.
These AOP Squadrons continued in service after World War 2,
notably in the early days of the Malayan Emergency and in Korea.
Alongside these Squadrons, following the demise of the Assault Glider
Force, some members of the Glider Pilot regiment became Auster pilots
serving in Light Liaison Flights. They too flew in Malaya and Korea and
elsewhere. They all came together in 1957 as the Army Air Corps.
In the early 50's pilot training became open to all Arms of the Army
and volunteers were called for from Sergeants, Warrant Officers and
Officer Rank. On their initial pilot training course, regardless of what their
parent Regiment or Corps w/as, all were taught gunnery and how to direct
artillery fire from the air. So all pilots then and now are highly skilled in this
most important role. In Malaya in the late ‘50's, early ‘60's for all pilots of
2 and 7 Flights it was mandatory to undergo AOP live firing practices once
per year. This was done on the Asahan Ranges south of Seremban under
an Instructor Gunnery so that these skills were maintained, despite their
being little call for AOP sorties in the north at that time.
There had been some AOP support for gunfire aimed at C.T.
positions earlier in the Emergency, however, but this procedure was
limited by range and accessible gun positions.
Whenever a Royal Navy aircraft carrier visited Malayan waters an
invitation to 656 Squadron was usually extended to practice carrier
landings. Flights would be allocated slots for their pilots to fly a few
circuits under the Squadron Q.F.I, who would authorise them to carry out
the procedures if ever required in the future.
There were no abnormal restrictions as far as weight was
concerned for flying light aircraft on or off carriers and so they could take
up to two passengers and ships' mail if called upon from time to time.
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Carriers, of course, were equipped with all the most sophisticated homing
aids and radar so finding the ship was entirely straight forward and, when
joining a standard circuit to land procedures were normal but for a few
differences from those flown on land.
15 knots of wind over the deck is regarded about right for light
aircraft and this would be arranged beforehand. Having joined the circuit,
the first difference a pilot must appreciate on flying the downwind leg is
that he should turn onto base leg abnormally early because of the
passage of the ship through the
water.
If he leaves the turn onto
base leg to the normal perspective
as on land he will find it very difficult
to catch up the carrier and, when he
reaches his final approach, he will be
forced to fly a flat approach with lots
of power. Furthermore, because of
a flat approach, a pilot will find
himself subjected to quite severe
turbulence from the stern of the ship
for longer.
Carrier Landings. HMS Albion
The technique is to turn base
as one reaches a point abeam the island and fly a good steady, steep
approach at the correct speed through the inevitable ship's turbulence to
a touch-down with no float. Space is of course limited and there are no
arresting facilities!
Once stopped, willing hands will be there to push the aircraft back
to a take-off position if going on to do another circuit, or if shutting down
you will be parked to one side.
If the carrier has an angled deck the next thing to be ready for on
take off is the marked lifting of the port wing, due to the ship's turbulence
as the aircraft flies off the end of the deck. It is quite normal to have to use
full opposite aileron to counteract this phenomenon which soon subsides
as the climb is established.
Finally, the climb out needs to be straight to circuit height before
turning crosswind for the same reason that the ship is tending to catch you
up. If you made your crosswind turn at half circuit height as normal, your
downwind leg will be non-existent!
All in all Carrier landing exercises were stimulating and enjoyable
by all concerned, not the least by some of the ship's company, who
obviously found it novel and entertaining!
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Operations to look for lost aircraft were fortunately few and far
between during the late 50's, early 60's. However there were four
occasions then when all available aircraft from the Squadron were called
for to concentrate at locations nearest to the last known positions of
downed aircraft in order to mount search operations. Three were Auster
9's and one was an RAF Canberra.
The author took part in all four; the first one was a 14 Flight aircraft
outbound from Seremban one morning which disappeared, as it turned
out, into deep jungle not too far from its base, with two on board.
There was nothing in the way of signals to go on so a big area
search was executed and quite a few hours were put in by all concerned.
2 Flight aircraft operated out of "Noble Field, 30 minutes away from the
search area, refuelling at Seremban during the day.
Four days were spent searching but nothing was found. Some
weeks later a ground patrol came upon the aircraft on the jungle floor,
badly wrecked with the passenger dead inside. No sign of the pilot. Some
weeks later the pilot's body was found a few hundred yards from the crash
site. A rare engine failure was found to have been the cause of the loss.
This accident reminded everyone about how difficult it is to see a
small camouflaged aeroplane under the jungle canopy. From then on a
programme of decoration with red fluorescent panels was carried out
along the leading edges of the wings of every aircraft in the Squadron in
the hope that visibility might be improved.
The second occasion was when a major search was mounted for
an aircraft from 11 Flight (Singapore) on detachment to 2 Flight so that the
pilot could experience some mountain flying. He took off from Ipoh one
morning for a V.R. sortie in the Grik area and although it was known that
he would be operating in that area, no position reports were received and
the aircraft became overdue.
Again, after several days of searching by Austers, nothing was
seen. However, it was an RAF Valetta which had joined the search using
its SARBE homing equipment that received a signal and located the
missing Auster. Searching Austers were then able to see the wreckage
but with some difficulty and were able to establish that the pilot was injured
but not totally incapacitated. A ground party eventually rescued him a few
days later. There was no technical failure to the aeroplane. The pilot had
merely run out of airspace and landed in the top of the trees whilst low
down in a re-entrant. The aircraft had suffered most of its damage
slithering vertically down through the trees to hit the ground hard. The pilot
was lucky. The aircraft was as usual very difficult to see below the trees
but in this instance the fluorescent panels did help visibility when we were
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directed to the crash site by the RAF Valetta. Full marks to the SARBE
beacon which we all carried and which had worked faultlessly on this
occasion.
In November 61 a pilot from 2 Flight (Ipoh) took off with a
passenger one morning bound for a VR north of Alor Star and was never
heard of again. Both 2 and 7 Flights mounted a search of the area using
Alor Star and the track at Klaung Ngau as a forward refuelling base but
nothing was ever found after some days of continuous searching. It is
believed that many years later the wreckage and human remains were
found by locals.
The last time was
when Austers were
called upon to help
look for an RAF
Canberra
bomber
which had crashed
from high altitude at
night
somewhere
south of
Seremban.
This time it was an
Auster pilot who found
the wreckage and was
Search and Rescue- Remains of RAF Canberra
able
to direct a helicopBomber
ter into a nearby clearing to
investigate.
There were no survivors. It was reckoned that the aircraft got caught up in
a particularly nasty cumulo nimbus storm and spun in vertically. It had not
caught fire nor had the aircraft cut a swathe through the trees. There were
discernable signs of wreckage just visible among the trees because of the
silver pieces of metal scattered about, but not that easy to see.
On reflection these four search operations tended to highlight the
twin hazards of terrain and weather to which all air operations are subject
in S.E. Asia.
Operational flying permitting every opportunity was taken to do
some basic flying training and mount one or two small Flight exercises.
This was both to hone pilots' skills and to get our technicians and crewmen
away from base locations to practice their deployment drills and see a bit
of the country. Both 2 and 7 Flight managed to do this from time to time
without diminishing the operational effort. Ipoh boasted a piece of real
estate just south of the airfield which had been the site of several old tin
mines. It was reasonably flat, well drained and devoid of trees. This area
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served the pilots well to
practice forced landings,
short landings, tactical approaches and low level figures of eight with impunity.
Taiping had no such area.
However the base field was
quite
adequate for most
exercises. Night flying was
also practised regularly,
both using a tactical flare
path (Land Rover's headlights) and gooseneck
flares. 7 Flight carried out a Track at Klaung Ngae used as refuelling piont
in support of Ops on Thai border
flight deployment on one occasion using the main trunk
road without too much disruption to traffic.
Both Flights carried out a certain amount of formation flying
practice in order to provide a fly past over the "End of Emergency" parade
in Kuala Lumpur in 1960.
The whole Squadron
provided sixteen Austers
on the day in four boxes of
four aircraft in close
formation. This was a
fitting tribute to the many
flying hours 656 Squadron
had put in supporting
security forces during the
long
emergency
in
Malaya.
Again in 1960 2 Flight
Kampong Kijal Used as training camp on the
took the opportunity to
east coast
deploy the entire Flight
over to the east coast for a
week's training; 7 Flight stood in during this period from Taiping. The Flight
set itself up under the palm trees right by the blue waters of the South
China Sea at a place called Kampong Kijal. This was a small hamlet at one
end of a rudimentary open space surrounded by trees with a hill at the
other end. The open space was the strip whose surface was far from
smooth and its dimensions fairly tight, but was an excellent place for
keeping pilots up to the mark, and a delightful spot as well. Drills for the
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selection of landing grounds were carried out most days whereby a Land
Rover crew consisting of a driver, an NCO and a technician would be
briefed to find suitable areas up the coast for aircraft to operate from.
Before leaving, the pilot would brief the crew roughly where to look and
would follow on later to be guided in by radio.
The ground crew would have made an assessment of the place
chosen with regard to suitable dimensions, likely obstacles and type of
surface. The latter would be checked by driving at 40 mph along the open
space and if the Land Rover did not take off, the surface would be deemed
suitable! The pilot, on arrival in the area, would then make his own
assessment and hopefully land safely. If the area was not suitable the pilot
would look elsewhere and direct the ground crew to another location.
On the east coast there were a few clearings amongst the various
palm plantations which provided good training for all concerned. Low flying
up and down the coast from Kijal was a dream and all our crewmen and
technicians were able to enjoy some of the flying more than they
otherwise could back at base.
All in all the week's
camp away from home was a
great tonic and was enjoyed
by all. The swimming was
superb!
One day in 1961 four
volunteer pilots from 7 Flight
at Taiping set off for
Singapore by rail to report to
RAF Changi to undertake a
parachute jump into the sea.
A nice jolly we thought, and a
welcome break from routine.
From time to time the small
Low flying along the east coast was a dream RAF Parachute School at
Changi called for aircrew
volunteers to take a two day course to jump with their time expired chutes
before they were condemned and destroyed, having finished their useful
life. The chutes, not the pilots, that is!
We were joined on the way down by two others from Squadron HQ
and 14 Flight and duly reported on the first morning for a day's ground
training. This included drills in the aircraft, how to exit and manoeuvre the
parachute on the way down and how to prepare to enter the water
correctly. The latter was the tricky bit as, having undone your harness at
about 10 to 15 ft. off the water and dropped free, you would avoid
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becoming tangled up in the
parachute and
rigging lines in
the water. Undo
your
harness
too early and
misjudge your
height then a
very big splash
would follow! By
the end of a fairly hectic day we
were reasonably au fait with
what we were
meant to do.
Ready for splash down RAF Changi
At dawn of the
L to R 7Flt- Alan Calder Malcolm Fleming Mike Panton
second
day we
14Flt-Bill Duthoit-SHQ-Terry Palm
duly boarded an
RAF Valetta aircraft, took off, and headed out over the sea to the east of
the island to where an RAF launch was waiting. There was very little wind
and the sea surface was glassy. The aircraft orbited with one of us exiting
each time via static line. We had been taught to look up to see that the
chute had opened correctly, get rid of any twists in the rigging lines, enjoy
the view, by which time it was necessary to concentrate on judging your
height by
reference to the
rescue boat. Then release
your harness lock, hold on
and then let go at about 10 ft
from the water. All this happened rather fast!
After surfacing we
were quickly pulled aboard
the
boat,
feeling
very
exhilarated and relaxed to
watch the next jumpers in
turn. Great
entertainment!
All went well and everyone
thoroughly
enjoyed
the Jan Newby chats to Mike Somerton-Raynor
experience, particularly going
at Penang before leaving for UK in his
Yellow Peril
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on the town later that evening! Back to work next day!
In 2 Flight in early 1960 we said farewell to our temporary Flt
Commander Mike Somerton-Rayner who is remembered for introducing
me to the business of flying operations in North Malaya and for his
kindness to myself and my family for putting us up in his home, initially,
following our joining the Flight in Ipoh and before finding a home ourselves.
Mike's enthusiasm for light aircraft flying and things aeronautical
are legion and there are many testimonies to his achievements that have
been written elsewhere. Our interest at the time was focused on his spare
time work on his old Auster 3 which was hidden in an old shed at the rear
of the flight huts on the airfield. He had bought it from the KL Flying Club.
Mike was modifying this old relic of the Burma Campaign in order to fly
it back to UK with his then wife; a
most ambitious undertaking but
typical of Mike.
Came the day of departure,
he set off for Penang to clear
customs accompanied by five
pilots, our Tiffy', a Corporal
Technician and a GD NCO in
three Auster 9's to bid farewell to
the 'yellow peril' which we did
with a little style.
Six weeks later the SomertonWe bid farewell to Mike and his wife bound Rayners arrived back in UK in
one piece after an epic aerial
for their first stop at Phuket
adventure.
The postscript to this is that
Auster III MT438 is still alive and flying after 60 plus years, and is currently
based at Eggesford, Devon. A fine tribute to the Auster mark.
When the official end of the Malayan Emergency took effect on 31st
July 1960, 28 Commonwealth Brigade was assigned to a new role of
Strategic Reserve for the South East Asia Treaty Organisation, SEATO. It
was later, at the end of 1961, that the first units of the Brigade moved south
to occupy the new barracks at Camp Terendak, 14 miles from Malacca.
The Brigade move was completed by mid 1962.
During this period, as well as continuing to operate against CT's still
holding out in the north along the Thailand border, the Brigade was also
preparing itself to enable a rapid intervention to any trouble spot in S.E.
Asia. This would entail a move by air and consequently training at all levels
for these procedures became a top priority.
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This
change
of
emphasis
of
course
involved 7 Recce Flight
which now concerned itself
with the air movement of its
vehicles and stores at short
notice, and the necessity to
fly its aircraft to wherever 28
Brigade might find itself in
the future. The ground
crews worked hard to
prepare vehicles and stores
for quick air transportation
MT438 still flying in 2007 in WW2 colours
and the pilots conducted a
long transit exercise in their
aircraft, fitted with long range tanks. This involved flying from Taiping to
Singapore to Kota Bahru and back again to Taiping, non stop, to test the
systems, and the pilots themselves! It was a long and arduous flight which
went off without incident. Six hours in all!
At this time the Flight continued to support elements of the Brigade
still operating in the jungle in the North, moving to KL to share Noble field
with 16 Flight and Squadron HQ on a temporary basis before five months
later moving permanently to Kluang. The Flight was also very busy with
Exercises run by 28 Brigade from time to time, as well as with the routine
of flying Commanders and staff who were involved with actually planning
these Exercises. The Flight itself deployed into the field on two Brigade
Exercises carrying out visual-recces, contact recces, communications,
target marking, AOP shoots over jungle in central Malaya, where Battalions
were practising the location and destruction of heavily defended jungle
positions. This was the main scenario envisaged for future operations
outside Malaya at the time. It is perhaps worth recording 7 Flight's
exploits when it took to the field in June 62 with the whole of 28 Brigade
on Exercise Trumpeter, the virtual culmination of all its training for its future
role.
This was a two sided Exercise with a Battalion of Gurkhas from
Singapore, acting as enemy. They spent a considerable time and effort
beforehand constructing a series of defended villages in various locations
by the jungle edge in central Malaya, and a large, heavily defended position
in deep jungle in the same general area.
This was to exercise all elements of 28 Brigade in the location,
reconnaissance and destruction of the enemy position, having been air
lifted into operations.
27

7 Flt Pilots Taiping Sept 1961- On wings: L Chris Roberts R Peter Williams
On wheels: L Mike Panton R Mike Monro
Front: Rory O’Callaghan R. Malcolm Fleming

The air move was in fact simulated but all elements were required to
undergo the procedures of assembly and fly out from RAF Changi in
Singapore by moving by road to various assembly areas in Singapore from
Terendak and other places, then driving up north into the Exercise area.
Brigade HQ was located at an old airstrip at Triang whilst Battalions
were dispersed near other airstrips, also in the general area.
7 Flight Commander and vehicles moved south to Changi, having
joined up with elements of the Brigade on the way and went through all the
stages of an air move on the airfield by driving into outlines of transport
aircraft made out with white tape on the grass! All timings and groupings
were adhered to and when this slightly hilarious procedure was ended we
drove all the way back up to Triang to prepare for the reception of the
aircraft which were ready and waiting to go at KL, to fly direct to Triang.
Brigade HQ was at one side of the strip in an old disused hutted camp and
the Flight was ensconced in the jungle edge on the other side. This of
course presented a challenge to everyone as there were no facilities
whatever and we would be living rough.
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However, in true fashion everyone turned to and produced shelters
for the cook-house, ops room, tech stores, refuelling point and personal
bashas out of ponchos and tarpaulins, all under the trees out of sight and
ready to receive the aircraft, which duly arrived. They were tucked in off the
strip and concealed.
Without delay a comprehensive VR. programme began formulated
by Brigade HQ in conjunction with ground recce patrols throughout the area
to try to discover the exact location and layout of defended villages constructed by the Gurkha enemy. No-one knew where these features were
and so it was three days or so before a picture emerged. One of these
villages was spotted in the first instance by one of our pilots, who rightly
reported that a particular isolated village looked odd and a little out of place.
After ground recce the village was duly confirmed hostile and was
eliminated by one of the Infantry Companies mounting an attack in the
following days.
Many other VR. sorties were flown by the Flights which, together
with information from ground patrolling and high level air photographs, the
main enemy defended position was pin-pointed, and a Brigade plan was
made to attack it. Due to the distances involved - the enemy camp was
some 15 miles from Triang - VHF communications on the Brigade
command net were difficult and so regular sorties by the Flight to provide
radio relay facilities between Battalion Commanders, who by this time were
located with their Battalions in deep jungle, and Brigade HQ, were flown.
The Brigade commander also spent a fair amount of his time speaking
direct to his subordinate Commanders whilst airborne, receiving situation
reports and discussing his plans for the final assault on the main enemy
position.
The Flight Commander spent some of his time day to day visiting
Brigade HQ which was within walking distance from the strip. In this way he
was able to keep right up to date with the ground situation and to advise on
the employment of his aircraft when required. In the same way all pilots and
crews could be kept fully in the picture. He was also able to take his turn on
sorties as and when required.
The Flight itself had quickly settled into its strange circumstances of
operating from the jungle and lots of lessons were learned along the way.
We had not done it this way before! The main hazard was the weather;
heavy rain appeared from time to time, mud made ground conditions
unpleasant. The cook did a marvellous job keeping everyone sustained
despite the primitive conditions. The technicians kept the serviceability
rate on top line, again despite the rain, the heat and humidity. Wet
camouflage nets were dispensed with as they tended to damage the
aircraft, so the local greenery was used to do the job instead. There was no
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shortage of sleep as dusk fell early and so most people crawled into their
hammocks and mosquito nets if not required on watch.
A Flight radio net on both VHF and HF was maintained during
daylight hours and a telephone line to Brigade HQ was manned at all
times.
The strip at Triang was laterite and did get soft in places after
rain. However it was long enough to enable aircraft to get airborne with
three up.
After a few days into the Exercise an RAF detachment provided
some air traffic facilities, together with a fire truck and a windsock, which
were useful. The Flight used its Land Rovers to provide night tactical
landing aids for aircraft returning after dark, and leaving. One pilot did a
fine job flying a casualty back to KL at night some 60 miles away dodging
the odd thunderstorm in the process. He sensibly spent the night there
and returned next morning.
Final plans were laid for a two Battalion assault on the main
enemy position with a third in reserve. All orders had been given and an
‘H' hour declared. The previous day the Brigade Commander flew with
the Flight to talk to CO’s in order to tie up remaining details. He had also
devoted some time to positioning his blocking troops so that they were
in the right place relative to the enemy position. This procedure was
done using a series of orange balloons as described previously and was
quite a long and detailed one. Aircraft were not allowed near the enemy
position for obvious reasons and so the pilots kept well away and fairly
high throughout this phase. The attack the next day was to be preceded
by a simulated air strike and artillery concentrations to soften up the
opposition, and on ‘H' hour the attacking force was to move in. Two
aircraft were airborne before 'H' hour, one carried the Brigade Commander and his Artillery Commander, the other the Brigade Major and a
Staff Officer.
Both aircraft were on the Command radio net as were the
Commanders of the attacking and blocking forces, and Brigade HQ back
at Triang, who were kept up to date by radio relay. Furthermore the
aircraft were able to
communicate with the air strike aircraft on the
VHF air traffic radio and to switch to the Artillery net if target adjustment
by the pilot was necessary. The second aircraft acted as reserve in case
of any problems with radio or aircraft serviceability which, in the event
there were none throughout the 2½ hours both aircraft were airborne.
It was an extremely busy time in the Commander's aircraft but
everything went according to plan. The second aircraft was of course
listening out on all the traffic in case the Brigade Major had to take over
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in a hurry: a virtual airborne tactical Headquarters. Before having to
leave the area to return to base, the Commander was able to hear
reports of a successful attack and, after landing, to brief his staff
accordingly.
A succession of aircraft was maintained over the area for the rest
of the day to be on hand for radio relay and any other tasks during the
mopping up phase. The Exercise then ended on a successful note the
next day and the Flight duly drove and flew back to KL to a well deserved
clean up.
It had been a particularly interesting Exercise on the whole for
everyone. We all learned to do our job, despite the fairly uncomfortable
and arduous conditions. The aircraft flew many hours during the ten
days of the exercise. The longest sortie was 3 hours 35 minutes; virtually
the limit of the Auster 9's endurance.
The Brigade, if it had not already done so previously, certainly
appreciated the value of its Austers with their comprehensive radio fit,
endurance and observation capabilities in a jungle type scenario.
7 Flight now regarded itself ready, having moved south to Kluang
in July 62, for any call to deploy out of Theatre at short notice. Meanwhile
the author departed to UK, having completed his three year tour in
Malaya after an interesting and fulfilling time. Perhaps most of all, it was
fun.
In December 62 a detachment of 7 Flight flew to Borneo, but that
is another story.
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NARRATIVE OF A NATIONAL SERVICEMAN
by Glyn (Tubs) Chambers

In November 1959 having just finished my apprenticeship with
the de Havilland Aircraft Company I found myself at No.1 Training
Battalion REME at Blandford for square bashing etc. This was to be
followed a month or so later by trade training at Middle Wallop.
No National Servicemen were being accepted in the RAF or Fleet
Air Arm and all National Service was soon to cease, so I suppose I was
lucky to be able to follow my trade as an aircraft technician.
I found the trade training intensive but very enjoyable and the
RAF instructors, great. The food was very good, so good that I put on
nearly a stone by the time I left Middle Wallop. This, of-course, earned
me the name of ‘Tubs’. There were two other National Servicemen on
my course, ‘Dixie’ Dean, ex de Havilland engines and Brian Swindell, ex
Rolls Royce engines, all of us just out of our apprenticeships.
A scheme was in place at Middle Wallop, which granted a choice
of postings depending on where you passed out on your course. We
came first, second and third, well it was easier for us having just
completed five years of training with our respective aircraft companies.
The CO did not like it as postings abroad were normally three years and
we had less than eighteen months now to do. However, it was honoured.
All wanted Hong Kong but
there were no vacancies posted.
Dixie and myself chose the two
Malayan postings and Brian
chose Aden. Other choices were
Germany or Northern Ireland.
A
trooping
flight
to
Singapore from Stanstead via
Istanbul and Bombay saw us
landing in a violent tropical
thunderstorm in the middle of the
night. A railway trip to Noble
Field at Kuala Lumpur after a
short stay at Nee Soon saw us at
656 Squadron. Dixie was posted
to 2 Flight Ipoh and me to 7 Flight
Taiping. Again, I arrived in the
middle
of
the
night,
at
Trincomalee camp. Busting for a
Trincomalee Camp 1961/62
pee, I asked the driver ‘Where
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are the ablutions?’ he replied ‘We never go down there in the middle of
the night’ and I was told to relieve myself on the edge of the secondary
jungle in the clearing – which I did! I was joined by a figure emerging
from one of the atap bashas, side by side we talked and my companion
turned out to be Roy ‘Smudge’ Smith, with whom I had worked alongside
at the de Havilland repair organisation only nine months before.

7 Flight 1961 Back row left: Glyn Chambers

I was soon at work at the airfield, although I did not exactly cover
myself with glory, managing to get severely sunburned from UV light
despite there being very little sun at this time.
A few weeks after arriving on the flight, I received my GSM, which
almost coincided with the official end of hostilities in Malaya, most of the
others on the Flight who had been there very much longer than I, still had
not received theirs. Still, I did manage to wear the ribbon and rarely the
medal, on my tunics in the Police & Fire Brigade over the next thirty five
years.
7 Flight was a small unit of only about thirty-five personnel.
Captain Richey RA had recently become the Flight Commander, taking
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over command from Captain Chandler. It possessed a remarkable ésprit
de corps and I was very impressed by the workload and the
performances of our pilots and technical personnel, despite the
supposed end of the emergency.
The mechanics had a lot of work to do. The AOP Mk 9 was fitted
with the Blackburn Bombardier engine. Although more powerful, it
required very much more maintenance than the de Havilland engines I
had worked on in civilian life. There always seemed to be at least one
aircraft having a ‘top overhaul’ mainly required because lead built up on
the valve stems and caused the valves to stick open. Crashes had
occurred just before my arrival at other Flights because of this.
Flt. Sgt. Togood, RAF and S/Sgt Boam, REME kept a close eye
on us mechanics and we were assisted on the technical side by three
‘Airy Fairies’ Fleet Air Arm lads.
With the heavy workload on us mechanics, little leave was taken,
until one day a surprise visit by a Brigadier ordered us on leave in pairs.
Great, but this only increased the load on the others remaining. I, and
another National Serviceman, Bob Terry, took the first slot and we went,
with very little money, to Sandycroft leave centre on Penang Island, not
far away.

Road landings, Sungei, Siput 1961
34

One of the men, Naval Airman Egerton refused to go on leave and was
flown to one of our remote landing fields, the aircraft took off leaving him
there, and his supplies, beer and fishing rods were dropped to him. He
was picked up at the end of his leave period.

Road landings, Sungei, Siput 1961

Occasionally, we mechanics flew as observers for which we
received Flying Pay. This could almost double meagre National Service
Pay. I was always short of money and my parents would send out postal
orders or photographic colour film, to help me out. I was a keen, if not
very good, photographer.
It was a tremendous experience for a young lad of twentyone/twenty-two and we had some exciting times, low-level flying, road
landings and so on. Major Brigade exercises up and down Malaya went
a long way to compensate for the hot and difficult conditions we
sometimes had to work in.
I remember, while on one of these ‘schemes,’ feeling very ill,
working in the humid heat, when someone gave me a salt pill – ugh!!
However, the effect was like spinach to Popeye and in minutes I was
feeling fit and well!
Captain Rory O’Callaghan flew me down to service aircraft at
Asahan, via Noble Field, for practice artillery shoot spotting. I was billeted
in tents with the Ghurkas, this was a strange experience. I was down
there for several days and the Ghurkas were a very friendly bunch of
lads, although each tried to outdo the others hospitality by offering me
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ever increasing amounts of Ghurka rum. It is such awful tasting stuff that
I had no problem staying sober. Eventually, Sgt MacDonald, our new Sgt
Pilot who had recently replaced Sgt Sam Law, picked me up to take me
back to Taiping.
We nearly didn’t make it though, for after a normal take off and at
about seventy feet, a sudden downdraught had us rolling along the
runway at high speed with an earth bank looming up, but then, just a
quick, we were up to height again and no more problems.
On my return to Taiping, I found that I should have been sent
home the previous week and I had to crate up and send off most of my
private belongings in a hurry.
The 7 Flight lads gave me a wonderful send off and presented me,
as with previous other departed, with a party and an engraved tankard.
This was paid for by the sale of ‘Flimsies’ the empty Avgas tin plate
containers. These were very much in demand by locals for water carriers
etc. The many hours of flying that 7 Flight put in, provided an awful lot of
‘Flimsies’.
By the time I was on the train I was ’well oiled’, for only the second
and last time in my life, I might say! Unfortunately, I met up at the station
with a British civilian I knew who had his own private compartment on the
train. He was also returning to the UK and insisted I joined his family.
Much hospitality later I assume I reached Noble Field via old KL railway
station. I was later told that I had been before the MO and pronounced
Fit FFI. I vaguely remember waking up on a bed with no mattress, the
pattern of the base sunk into my skin. Sober but with a most dreadful
hangover I never wanted to be like that again! I caught the train to
Singapore and straight on the ‘Oxfordshire’ troop ship.
A tremendous send off from the jetty saw us heading out into the
Indian Ocean. There were only four junior NCOs on the ship and the
senior NCOs told us to lose ourselves as they had no work for us. We
could go anywhere but aft where the married families were. So we lost
ourselves, never even sleeping one night in our bunks in the bowels of
the ship – the noise and smell were terrible down there below the water
line. None of us four were sea sick and we slept in the forward saloon.
A bit boring at times, we never the less enjoyed ourselves, and
three days out an RAF Shackleton beat up the ship firing very flares etc
for all to see.
In less than a week the ‘Oxfordshire’ docked at Columbo for a day
ashore and about a week later put into Aden doing the sights – Crater city
etc. I am glad I never chose the Aden posting.
It was then up the Red Sea and a days travel, dawn ‘til dusk,
through the Suez Canal – great! out into the Med and a day in Gibraltar.
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Then it was out into a very rough Atlantic and Bay of Biscay, but I loved
every minute of it and soon we were in Southampton.
A couple of weeks over my allotted National Service time I was
now on enhanced pay. I went to Arborfield to get demobilised and the
next week I was back at de Havilland's working again alongside ‘Smudge’
Smith. We did not stay long as the aircraft servicing organisation was
closing down, Smudge went to service aircraft at Luton and I went into
the Reading Police for four years followed by twenty eight years in the
London Fire Brigade.
If I had stayed in Malaya a few more weeks, I would have stayed
six months more because of the Borneo situation.
At the Police training college I received call up papers as a
reservist because of the Berlin Wall situation. I was in a reserved
occupation and my Chief Constable would not let me go.
Although I have not professionally worked on aircraft since those
days, I still retain a lot of interest in aviation and have worked on light
aircraft belonging to friends. I belong to several aviation organisations
and get the odd flight now and again.
I know its probably like looking through rose tinted spectacles but didn’t we have the best of it?

656 Squadron 7 Flight , Asahan, August 1961
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ASSOCIATION SHOP

Travel Alarm Clock £8.00*
Black Leather Case depicting
Association Crest in White
2 ½ “ x 2 ½ “ when closed

Blazer badges
Gold Wire /656 Sqn @ £10.00 *
Gold Wire/AAC
@ £10.00 *
Woven/656 Sqn
@ £ 5.00 *

Enamel Lapel Badges @ £ 3.00 *

Association Tie @ £10.00 *

Boxed Paperweights depicting various
aviation subjects @ £ 5.00 *
List available upon request
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BOOKS
‘APACHE’ by Ed Macy
Signed by the author Hardback edition

@£18.99*

From the cockpit of the world’s deadliest helicopter
comes the true story of a rescue mission so dangerous they
said it couldn’t be done – and the man who dared to make it
happen. ‘APACHE’ is Ed’s story – an adrenalin-fuelled
account of one of the most daring actions of modern wartime,
and a tale of courage, danger and comradeship you wont be
able to put down.
This paperback edition of ‘APACHE’ is a new
innovative, interactive, and special way to have a book. In the
margins you’ll find symbols – these indicate that there are free
extras available to you online. As well as all the details from
the hard-back book there is further text and audio commentary
from the author. You will now be able to go on line where you
can then access bonus material, from real-time footage of the
events to additional images.
@ £7.99*.
‘HELLFIRE’ by Ed Macy
Signed by the author. First Edition @ £18.99*
Macy unleashes the first Hellfire missile and the rules are rewritten!
May 2006. Ed Macy and 656 Squadron arrive in Afghanistan along with the
Apache AH Mk 1 on its first operational tour. It's an unfamiliar combat zone with
a limited role for the Apache and Ed's time is spent escorting Chinooks. But one
month later, during Operation Mutay, with 3 Para pinned down in Helmand, the
arguments about the Apache's potential are thrown out and Ed deploys the first
Hellfire missile in combat. That squeeze of the trigger changed the war for the
British and the Taliban alike. The £4.2bn Apache programme was dramatically
redirected to fighting the enemy head-on and turned Ed and his squadron into
one of the British Army's greatest assets.
Ed recounts the intense months that followed Mutay: the steep learning
curve, the new missions, the evolving enemy and the changing Rules of
Engagement. He also sheds light on his early career as a young paratrooper,
his operational baptism as a pilot and how both shaped his ability to fly, fight and
survive during that fateful first Afghanistan tour against a cunning and ruthless
enemy. It was here, in the dusty wastes of Helmand that Ed, his colleagues in
656 Squadron and the Apache found themselves on trial for their lives and for
the reputation of a machine on which the British government had staked a
fortune. The crucible of fire that awaited 656 Squadron in Helmand would
cement the fate of man and machine forever.
PRE-ORDER NOW !
BOOK WILL DESPATCHED UPON PUBLICATION. AUGUST 2009
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‘Army Wings’ by Robert Jackson
@ £14.99*
From its earliest days in WW1, small low-flying
aircraft have flown unarmed into combat. This is the
fascinating story of army fixed-wing co-operation units that
were made up of specially trained volunteer army
personnel. These men were trained to fly, to reconnoitre
across the front line in search of enemy forces and then
guide artillery gunners onto the target.

‘Fire by Order’ by Ted Maslen-Jones
Signed by the author
@ £19.95*
Recollections of Service with 656 Air Observation Post
Squadron in Burma

‘Tails of the Forties’
Compiled by John Havers & Peter Campbell

@ £10.00*

PICTURES

Apache AH Mk 1 ZJ233
656 Squadron AAC, 9 Regiment AAC
Dishforth
Unframed. Size: 17 ¼ “ x 11 ½ “
@ £5.00*

656 Squadron AAC
HMS Ocean
Unframed. Size: 8” x 12”
@ £1.00*

*Postage& Packing on all items at cost.
Contact: John or Sylvia Heyes details on back page
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FINE BONE CHINA MUGS

Chinthe & Crossed
Canons

656 Squadron
Association Badge

656 Squadron RAF
Badge

656 Squadron AAC
Badge

Sets of four

Single mugs £6.00* each + p&p
Sets of four mugs £20.00* + p&p a saving of £4.00
You may ‘mix and match’ your sets
ie four different mugs, or four of the same
The choice is yours.
*Contact Sylvia or John Heyes to order
Details on back page

Have you seen the new shop page on our web site?
go to
www.656squadron.org
and click on ‘SHOP’ on the home page.
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NOTICES
SPRING JOURNAL
We would like to run some articles on the Falklands conflict in
the January edition of the Chinthe. We have very little in the archives and
are asking members to put pen to paper and send us their
reminiscences of the conflict. Your article does not have to be a work of
great literary note, something amusing or just an article talking about
your experiences at the time. We look forward to hearing from you.
Please give us a call if you want any help with your article.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 8TH November 2009
In this edition, you will find a returns form for the Remembrance
day events at the Cenotaph and at the National Arboretum at Alrewas.
The Arboretum is convenient from the national motorway system and is
convenient for those members living in the Midlands and the North.

SINGAPORE/MALAYSIA TOUR 2010
You will also find a returns form enclosed for interest in the 2010
tour of Peninsular Malaysia. You will not be making a commitment to
travel but it will let you know the finer details and costings.

Do you remember Ray Wright?
The daughter of the late Ray Wright, the Reverend Annie
Church, would like to contact anyone who knew her father. He was a
Royal Artillery Sergeant in Malaya and Singapore from 1948 to 1951.
Annie is keen to know what her father’s job was and what he was like
as a young man. If anyone out there remembers him, please contact
Annie at Tel No 01291431902 or by email at::
anniechurch@hotmail.com
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ARCHIVES
If you have any suitable items for the Squadron Archives please
contact Andrew Simkins, ( details on back page) who will ensure they are
correctly documented within the Museum of Army Flying's archives.
If possible, please put names and dates on any items donated,
or any other information that may be of interest.
Should you not wish to part with your photographs or newspaper
cuttings etc. Send them to Sylvia Heyes (details on back page) and she
will scan the said items and return them to you..
The archives are to be stored in the Museum, they will now be
accessible to researchers and the general public by appointment.

NEW MEMBERS
Geoffrey Crown
J.A. (Jim) Cole
Keith Roberts
Annie Church
John Fitzpatrick

RAOC
RA/AAC
RA/AAC
Associate
RA/AAC

Joined
Joined
Joined
Joined
Joined

Feb 2009
Mar 2009
May 2009
May 2009
May 2009

DEATHS
Sadly , we announce the deaths of the following members and offer our
sincere condolences to their relatives and friends.
Col Terry Fitzgibbon
Maj Robert Warner DFC
Robert Durney

RA
Died March 2009
RA
Died March 2009
RASC/GPR Died March 2009

Our condolences also go to Barrie Davies who lost his wife, Cathy, in
April 2009
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COMMITTEE MEMBER’S DETAILS
President:
Andrew Simkins OBE
Watersmeet, Lower Road, Edington, Westbury. BA13 4QW
Tel: 01380 830454 E-mail: ajnsimkins@hotmail.co.uk
Secretary & Journal Editor:
John Heyes
Ty Ni, Corwen Road, Pontybodkin, Mold. CH7 4TG
Tel: 01352 770100 E-mail: heyesjohn@googlemail.com
Treasurer:
Mark Meaton
94, Brackenbury, Andover, SP10 3PU
Tel: 01264 363004 E-mail: m.meaton@tiscali.co.uk
Deputy Treasurer:
Derek Walker
17 Somerset Drive, Westbury. BA13 3XA
Tel; 01373 825554 E-mail: dchunkywalker@talktalk.net
Membership Secretary & Webmaster:
John Bennett
‘‘La Chataigneraie’, Le Mont, 71550 Anost, France
Tel: 00 33 385827049 E-mail: aac656@mail.com
Journal Compiler & Distributor:
Sylvia Heyes
Ty Ni, Corwen Road, Pontybodkin, Mold. CH7 4TG
Tel: 01352 770100 E-mail: sylviaheyes@googlemail.com
Member without Portfolio:
Reg Goodwin
28 Clumber Drive, Edgemont Grange, Weston Favell, N’Hants NN3 3NX
Tel: 01604 784254 E-mail: rugbyreg@googlemail.com

Web Site: www.656squadron.org
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